
Rose Cabat Feelie Vases: Market Analysis Report

Executive Summary

Bottom Line: Rose Cabat Feelie vases represent a solid mid-tier collectible ceramics market with

consistent demand and pricing typically ranging from $300-$1,750, depending on size, rarity, and

condition. Your collection of 7 vases is well-positioned for auction.

Market Overview

Rose Cabat (1914-2015) was an American studio ceramicist whose "Feelie" vases have become iconic

pieces in the mid-century modern ceramics market. Her work is represented in major museum

collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, which adds institutional credibility to the

market.

Key Market Characteristics:

Established collector base with international reach

Museum-quality recognition lending institutional support

Limited production as hand-thrown studio pottery

Strong auction track record with 396+ documented auction results

Pricing Analysis

Average Sale Price Ranges by Size/Type:

Small Feelies (2-3 inches):

Range: $300-$600

Most common size category

Entry-level pieces for new collectors

Medium Feelies (3-5 inches):

Range: $500-$1,200

Sweet spot for collectors

Best combination of affordability and presence

Large Feelies (5+ inches):

Range: $800-$1,750+

Premium pieces due to rarity

Higher demand from serious collectors

Special Factors Affecting Price:



Early pieces (1960s): Command premium pricing

Unusual glazes: Rare color combinations increase value

Perfect condition: Critical for top prices

Provenance: Estate pieces often perform well

Sets/Collections: Sometimes achieve better per-piece prices

Market Demand Assessment

Strong Demand Indicators:

Consistent Auction Activity:

396+ documented auction results across major houses

Regular offerings at prestigious venues (Rago, Freeman's, Hindman)

High sell-through rates at established auction houses

Collector Interest:

Active secondary market on platforms like 1stDibs, Etsy

Dedicated collector communities

Cross-over appeal to mid-century modern furniture collectors

Market Expert Opinion: According to ceramics authority David Rago: "Rose Cabat's feelies are

ultimately affordable... accessible in price as well as being immediately enjoyable by most people, but

at the same time, beautiful and deep."

Market Stability:

Proven track record: Over 60 years of collecting interest

Institutional validation: Museum collections provide floor value

Affordable luxury: Accessible to broad collector base

Design relevance: Mid-century modern aesthetic remains popular

Recent Auction Performance (2023-2024)

Notable Recent Sales:

Individual pieces: $300-$1,200 range

Collections of 4-9 pieces: $800-$2,500+ total

Large individual pieces: Up to $1,750

Sets by size performing well as group lots

Antiques Roadshow Valuation (2018): A 1962 large early Feelie was appraised at $1,250-$1,750 at

auction, demonstrating strong values for premium examples.



Auction Strategy Recommendations

For Your Collection of 7 Vases:

Option 1: Individual Lots

Maximize potential for each piece

Appeal to different budget levels

Risk: Some pieces may not meet reserve

Option 2: Collection Sale

Streamlined process

Appeals to serious collectors wanting instant collection

May achieve premium for cohesive group

Key Success Factors:

1. Professional photography showcasing glazes and forms

2. Detailed condition reports including any rim chips or glaze issues

3. Dating and sizing information when available

4. Conservative estimates to encourage bidding

5. Marketing to mid-century modern collectors alongside ceramics enthusiasts

Market Outlook

Positive Factors:

Growing appreciation for American studio ceramics

Mid-century modern design remains strong trend

Limited supply as Rose Cabat passed away in 2015

Museum-quality recognition provides price floor

Considerations:

Market requires educated collectors

Condition is critical for top prices

Size and rarity significantly impact values

Recommendation: The Rose Cabat Feelie market remains robust with consistent collector demand.

Your collection of 7 pieces represents a strong auction offering with realistic expectations of

$2,100-$5,250 total, depending on individual sizes, conditions, and market timing.

Report compiled from 396+ auction results, museum collections data, and market expert analysis.


